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ASCOBANS Annual National Report 2005

A. General information

BELGIUM

Name of party

1 JANUARY 2005 - 31 DECEMBER 2005

Period covered

Jan Haelters (MUMMY/RBINS); additional in-
formation provided by Thierry Jauniaux (Ulg)
and Francis Kerckhof (MUMM/RBINS)

Name of report compiler

31 March 2006

Date of the report

None

Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. New measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2™ Meeting of Parties

1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries

Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch

online database.

In 2005, next to the Belgian bottom set gill net fishermen active in territorial waters, also two Dutch
gill net fishermen were very regularly fishing in these waters, predominantly in the second half of
the year. They especially targeted bass, with gill nets with a relatively large mesh size (15cm).

In 2005 for the first time, a professional gill net fisherman reported bycatch of porpoises (in total 3),
and another one stated that a professional fisherman had taken around 6 animals in 2004 (all in
Belgian waters). One of the bycaught porpoises was delivered to MUMM for research purposes. In
order to continue the established cooperation with fishermen, reports of bycatches are not made
available on MUMM’s website. Stranded bycaught animals however, are reported as such in the

Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch




. Estimated number of Area (ICES area or Notes (type of fishery, effort,
Species . - L
by-caught animals more detailed) seasonal variations, etc.)
All estimates are
provisional
Recreational beach fisheries,
Phocoena phocoena 3" IVc probably gill nets; one animal
was returned alive
Phocoena phocoena 3" Ve Professional gill net fisheries
Phocoena phocoena 1 Ve Bottom trawl
Phocoena phocoena 11-15" Ve Unknown gear
Total lethal bycatch:
17-227
Lagen_orync_hus 1 Ve Unknown gear
albirostris

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

No more regular high-speed ferry routes between Belgium and the United Kingdom are in operation.

Information on levels of disturbance
(e.g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)

In April 2004 the construction and exploitation of an offshore windfarm was licenced. The windfarm
of 60 turbines will be located on the Thorntonbank, approximately 27 km offshore. During the con-
struction phase (probably starting in 2007), measures will have to be taken for avoiding disturbance
of, or harming marine mammals (ramp up procedures for pile driving operations, deployment of
pingers, ...). On 22 September 2005 a change in the planning schedule, in the size of the turbines
(up to 5MW each) and type of foundation (gravitary instead of monopole) was requested. This re-
quest was accompanied by an EIA, which is being dealt with by the authorities in 2006. More infor-
mation is available at MUMM'’s website (http://www.mumm.ac.be).

Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

On 14 October 2005 a Royal Decree was issued (Official Journal of 31 October 2005) establishing
three SPA’s (European Birds Directive) and one SAC, and further proposing one SAC (European Habi-
tats Directive). None of these areas were proposed specifically for protecting cetaceans.

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas




4. Further research on small cetaceans

In 2005 a record number of (dead, stranded and bycaught) harbour porpoises was counted in Bel-
gium:

- 79 washed ashore dead;

- 3 were found dead at sea;

- 2 washed ashore alive, and were transported by MUMM to the rehabilitation centre at
Harderwijk, The Netherlands, where they died;

- 1 washed ashore alive, and was returned alive to sea;

- 1 got stuck (alive) in a fishing net (recreational beach fisheries); it was returned to sea alive;

- 1 was bycaught by a bottom trawler;

- 3 were bycaught by one of the professional gill net fisherman; 1 was delivered to MUMM.

In 2005 one dead juvenile white-beaked dolphin washed ashore; this animal had been bycaught in
(unknowvn) fishing gear.

Most of the carcasses were available for research, and were investigated according to the state of de-
composition.

The percentage of stranded porpoises that was bycaught between 1995 and 2004 is given in the figure
below (MUMMY/RBINS, unpublished). The percentage is calculated using the total number of washed
ashore porpoises for which a cause of death could be determined (117 animals out of 159). In total
bycatch was the cause of death of at least 27 animals, or on average 23% of all stranded animals be-
tween 1995 and 2004 for which a cause of death could be determined. The highest absolute number
of bycaught animals up to 2004 was observed in 2004: 13 (or 41% of the animals for which a cause
of death could be determined).
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A report on the results of the autopsies performed on cetaceans in 2005 is in preparation. A prelimi-
nary assessment of bycatches in 2005 (data MUMM/RBINS and Ulg, unpublished) is the following:

- Certain (lethal) bycatch: 17" porpoises, of which 1 bottom trawl, 3" professional gillnet, 2*
recreational beach fisheries (indirect information); additionally 1 animal bycaught in recrea-
tional beach fisheries, put back to sea alive. As in the years before, gutted animals were found
(3). Fishermen sometimes cut bycaught animals open hoping they will sink out of sight.

- Probable bycatch: 4™ porpoises

- Certain bycatch: 1 white-beaked dolphin (unknown gear)




The total number of dead porpoises for which a cause of death could be determined was 59 (including
the two animals that stranded alive, and died at Harderwijk), the percentage ‘bycatch’ as the cause of
death was 36% (preliminary figure).

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

SCANS 11

In 2005 part of the oceanographic vessel BELGICA ship time was dedicated to SCANSII (30 May to 9
June 2005).

Sightings

Numerous sightings of harbour porpoises were reported to MUMM in 2005, most of these between
January and April, but also some in summer months. Eric Stienen, Mark Vandewalle and other re-
searchers at the Institute of Nature Conservation (now INBO: Research Institute for Nature and Forest)
reported, besides a large number of sightings of harbour porpoises, a sighting of two long-finned pilot
whales and two sightings (resp. 2 and 3 animals) of bottlenose dolphins during their seabirds at sea
surveys in 2005. INBO and others reported a few sightings of white-beaked dolphins to MUMM.

Number of porpoises present in Belgian waters

Researchers at INBO estimated (roughly) that between 2.000 and 5.000 porpoises were present in Bel-
gian waters in late winter-spring 2005 (Eric Stienen, personal communication). From sightings dur-
ing two aerial observation flights (modified pollution control flights) performed by MUMM it was
(roughly) estimated that the average density of porpoises in Belgian waters in March and April 2004
was between 0.2 to 0.6 per square km, or 650 to 2100 animals (HAELTERS & JACQUES, 2006). Numbers
of porpoises in Belgian waters in summer and autumn are much lower.

EC infringement procedure

In 2003 the European commission opened a case against Belgium (a.0.) with the aim of getting more
information about the implementation by Member States of article 11 and 12 of the European Habi-
tats Directive, regarding cetaceans (case 2003/2081). In a letter dated 18 February 2004 Belgium re-
sponded to the request, but in analysing the information the EC concluded that not all measures had
been taken to implement article 11. To indicate that Belgium has implemented articles 11 and 12 for
cetaceans, additional information was sent tot the EC by 19 February 2006. A basis for this additional
information is presented in HAELTERS & JACQUES, 2006.

Publications, communications

FONTAINE, M.C., ToLLEY, K.A., RIDOUX, V., JAUNIAUX, T., SEQUEIRA, M., ADDINK, M., SMEENK, C., SIEBERT,
U., BIRKUN, A., LUPEZ, A., BOUQUEGNEAU, J.M. & MICHAUX, J.R., 2005. Phylogeography of harbour
porpoises Phocoena phocoena in the southeastern north Atlantic and in the Black Sea explored by
the analyses of nuclear and mitochondrial DNA. 19" Annual conference of the European Cetacean
Society, La Rochelle (France), 2-7 April 2005.

FONTAINE, M., BAIRD, S., TOLLEY, K., DUKE, S., OEN, N., VIKINGSSON, G., BLoCH, D., SIEBERT, U., ADDINK,
M., SMEENK, C., JAUNIAUX, T., ROGAN, E., RIDOUX, V., LLAVONA, A., SEQUEIRA, M., FERREIRA, M.,
BIRKUN, A., OzTURK, B., OzTURK, A., DEFFONTAINE, V., Das, K. & MIcHAUX, J., 2005. Phylogeogra-
phy of harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) in the easthern North Atlantic and in the Black Sea
explored by the analyses of nuclear and mitochondrial DNA. Biennal conference on the biology of
marine mamals. San Diego, California, USA, December 11-16, 2005.




HAELTERS, J., 2005. On the occurrence of the bottlenose dolphin Tursiops truncatus in Belgian waters.
ASCOBANS Advisory Committee Meeting 12, doc AC12/10, Brest, 12-14 April 2005, 5p.

HAELTERS, J. & KERCKHOF, F., 2005. De bescherming van de bruinvis: een brug tussen het Europese vis-
serij- en milieubeleid. Argus Milieumagazine 3(1): 4-7.

HAELTERS, J. & KERCKHOF, F., 2005. A remarkable increase in the number of stranded harbour porpoises
Phocoena phocoena at the Belgian coast, in: Mets, J. & Sevs, J. (Ed.), 2005. VLIZ Young Scientists'
Day, Brugge, Belgium 25 February 2005: book of abstracts. VLIZ Special Publication, 20: pp. 39

HAELTERS, J., MAcCLEoD, K. & VAN MoL, B., 2005. Belgica cruise 2005-13 report: SCANS Il &
BELCOLOUR (30 May to 8 June 2005). 16p.

HAELTERS, J. & NOIROT, I., 2005. The influence of active SONARs on marine mammals : a new concern
for the Belgian Defence. Advisory Committee of ASCOBANS , Brest, France, 12-14 April 2005, 3p.

HAELTERS, J. & JACQUES, T.G., 2006. De bescherming van walvisachtigen in Belgische wateren: bijko-
mende informatie gericht aan DG Leefmilieu van de federale Overheidsdienst volksgezondheid, vei-
ligheid van de voedselketen en leefmilieu, m.b.t. de uitvoering door Belgié van de Habitatrichtlijn
Art. 11 en 12 voor wat betreft walvisachtigen. Koninklijk Belgisch Instituut voor Natuurweten-
schappen, Beheerseenheid Mathematisch Model Noordzee (BMM), Brussel. 14p.

JAUNIAUX, T., Das, K., BRENEZ, C., HAELTERS, J. & CoIiGNOUL, F., 2005. The Belgian stranding network.
European Cetacean Society workshop on national Stranding Networks, La Rochelle 2005.

Research on abundance, population structure etc.

5. Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health

Research projects

Viability of the Northeast Atlantic harbour porpoise and seal population (Pollution and bio-
marker study, contract EV/XX/806): coordinated by Jean-Marie Bouquegneau, contact person:
K.Das (krishna.das@ulg.ac.be)

The goals of this project are to study (1) the ecological status of harbour porpoises in the north-
eastern Atlantic Ocean and (2) to evaluate the impact of the environment using biomarkers. To attain
these objectives, 3 approaches are established: (1): determination of biological parameters (age, sex,
length, weight,...), (2): health status and cause of death and (3): analyses of contaminants in tissues
and identification of possible biomarkers.

Viability of the Northeast Atlantic harbour porpoise and seal population (Genetic and Ecological
studies, Contract number: EV/12/46): coordinated by Jean-Marie Bouquegneau, contact K.Das
(krishna.das@ulg.ac.be)

The goals of this project are (1) to characterise the genetic diversity of porpoises (thesis subject of
M.Fontaine in collaboration with J.Michaux, Zoogéographie, Université de Liege) and (2) a better
comprehension of the food ecology of porpoises and seals through the determination of isotope levels
(C and N) in muscles and blood (theses subject of O.Drouget, laboratoire d’Océanologie, Université de
Liege).

Evaluation of the immunotoxicity of mercury, zinc, polychlorobiphenyls and methyl sulfonyl poly-
chlorinated biphenyls on cytokine secretion by marine mammals: coordinated by K.Das

The goal of this research project is to study the risk on the immune system of porpoises and seals
caused by exposure to methylmercury, to zinc and to polychlorobiphenyls. This project is executed in
cooperation between the University of Liége (Belgium), The Westkueste, Kiel University, Germany
(Dr.U.Siebert) and the GKSS Forschungzentrum, Germany (Dr.S.Fonfara).




Development of a method to identify specific biomarkers related to the effects of dioxins-like
compounds on the immune system: coordinated by E.Depauw, thesis project of C.Brenez

The goals of this study are to identify (1) the immunotoxicological effects of dioxines et furanes on
mammalian (human and marine mammal) lymphocytes through exposition of cell cultures to con-
taminants, (2) an alternative method to identify the effects by protein analysis of the exposed cells,
and (3) biomarkers that can be used on mammal tissues.

Publications, communications

DaAs, K., FONFARA, S., JAUNIAUX, T., BEINEKE, A. & SIEBERT, U., 2005. Cytokine mRNA expression in the
blood of harbour porpoises: indicator of inflammatory diseases? 19" Annual conference of the
European Cetacean Society, La Rochelle (France), 2-7 April 2005.

DROUGUET, O., SIEBERT, U., JAUNIAUX, T., REIUNDERS, P., HOLSBEEK, L., LEPOINT, G. & Das, K., 2005. Eco-
logical and pathological factors related to trace metal concentrations in harbour seal Phoca vitulina
in the North Sea. 19" Annual conference of the European Cetacean Society, La Rochelle (France), 2-
7 April 2005.

JAUNIAUX, T., 2005. Plongée et barotraumatisme chez les cétacés. International conference on cetace-
ans (Réserve Internationale Maritime en Méditerranée Occidentale), séminaire annuel du Réseau Na-
tional d’échouage francgais, Antibes, November 19, 2005. Invited talk.

JAUNIAUX, T., BRENEZ, C. COLMAGRO, E., DAS, K., HAELTERS, J. & CoIGNOUL, F., 2005. Lesions observed on
by-caught harbour porpoises (Phocoena phocoena) along the Belgian and northern French coastline,
from 1995 to 2005. 16™ biennal conference on the biology of marine mammals. San Diego, Cali-
fornia, USA, December 11-16, 2005.

PIERCE, G., SANTOS, M.B., LEARMONTH, J.A., ZUUR, A.F., BOON, J., ZEGERS, B., CAURANT, F., RIDOUX V.,
BUSTAMANTE, P., LAHAYE, V., LAW, R., ROGAN, E., MURPHY, V., MoOFFAT, C., ADDINK, M., LoPEZ, A.,
ALONSO, J., GONzALEZ, A., GARCIA-HARTMANN, M., JAUNIAUX, T., LOCKYER, C., REID, R. & DaBIN, W.,
2005. Trophic links as vectors of pathogens and contaminants. 19" Annual conference of the
European Cetacean Society, La Rochelle (France), 2-7 April 2005.

Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health

5. Public awareness and education

Information on stranded animals and on sightings, is given on the website of MUMM (in Dutch, Eng-
lish and French): http://www.mumm.ac.be/EN/Management/Nature/search_strandings.php. For re-
porting sightings, an email account can be used: dolphin@mumm.ac.be (this email account is men-
tioned in the ‘Belgian’ ASCOBANS folder.

For notifying unusual matters in the marine environment (including strandings), the federal North
Sea administration (Fod Leefmilieu) created a free telephone number (the ‘Bruinvislijn’), which can be
reached 24h/24h at 0800/92.595 (notifying by the public).

A website (http://www.zeezoogdieren.be) provides the public with useful information on marine
mammals in the southern North Sea (Belgium and the Netherlands), and includes a discussion forum.

Measures taken in the fields of public awareness and education to implement or promote the Agreement

6. Other relevant news




ASCOBANS Annual National Report

A. General information

ESTONIA (Range state) September 2005 — March 2006
Name of party Period covered

Ivar Jiissi April 7, 2006

Name of report compiler Date of report

Coordinating authority has changed to State Nature Conservation Centre, appointed member to

AC is Ivar Jiissi
Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. NEW measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2" Meeting of Parties

1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries

No investigations carried out

Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch

No methods implemented

Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch

Estimates of by-catch in set net and pelagic trawl fisheries

Species Estimated number of Area
by-caught animals (ICES area or more detailed)

Notes (type of fishery, effort,
seasonal variations, etc.)

Phocoena phocoena | No bycatch
estimated

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

No new information.

Information on levels of disturbance

(e.g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)
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No changes in legislation since the last reporting period. No guidelines implemented.

Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

No new activities since last reporting period. Works with trilatelar (EST/LAT/LIT) LIFE-Nature
project “Marine Protected Areas in the Eastern Baltic Sea” (Baltic MPAs)” launched in august
2005 is going on. Identification of areas important for Harbour porpoises in Eastern Baltic Sea is
part of project

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

4. Further research on small cetaceans

Small scale public awareness campaign is going on. Part of named campaign is collection of data
about any record of present and historical abundance of harbour porpoises, information about
strandings included.

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

Acoustic survey with porpoise detectors started in September 2004 is going on.

Research on abundance, population structure etc.

Not planned in nearest future.

Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health

5. Public awareness and education

Newspaper articles about harbour porpoises and 15 min. story in national TV nature programme.

Measures taken in the fields of public awareness and education to implement or promote the Agreement




ASCOBANS Annual National Report

A. General information

Finland 1.1.2005-31.12.2005
Name of party Period covered
Penina Blankett 13.3.2006

Name of report compiler Date of report

Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. NEW measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2" Meeting of Parties

1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries

No

Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch

The COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 812/2004 of 26.4.2004 Laying down measures concerning
incidental catches of cetaceans in fisheries and amending Regulation (EC) No 88/98 has been
implemented by a decree from the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. The Commission Regulation
for the observation scheme was enforced by a decree form the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
in 30.12.2005.

Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch

Estimates of by-catch in set net and pelagic trawl fisheries

Species Estimated number of Area Notes (type of fishery, effort,
by-caught animals (ICES area or more detailed) seasonal variations, etc.)

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

None

Information on levels of disturbance
(e.g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)
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None

Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

No

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

4. Further research on small cetaceans

No, but look at point 5.

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

No, but look at point 5.

Research on abundance, population structure etc.

None

Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health

5. Public awareness and education

Finland has continued the harbour porpoise sighting campaign and received information of only one
sighting of one single animal. A working group has been preparing a action plan for harbour
porpoise. The work will be finalized at the latest by spring of 2006. Old and new harbour porpoise
sighting data has been put together by a biology student. This information has been transferred to
Finnish species data base in the Finnish Environment Institute. From there the data will be

transferred to the Baltic harbour porpoise database.

Measures taken in the fields of public awareness and education to implement or promote the Agreement
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A. General information
Name of party : FRANCE Period covered : year 2005
Name of report compiler Date of report: 05/ 04/06

Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. NEW measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2" Meeting of Parties

1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries

Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch

EU NECESSITY project to reduce cetacean by-catch in pelagic trawl fisheries , mechanical and acoustic devices (end of project in May 2007)

FR PROCET project (pelagic trawling and commercial pingers)

Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch

Modification of practices in pelagic trawling (headline at 5 m depth)

Estimates of by-catch in set net and pelagic trawl fisheries
PETRACET project (pelagic trawling in area VII and VIII)

PROCET project (pelagic trawling in area VII and VIII), preparation of sampling schemes for observers (EC regulation n° 812/2004)

Species Estimated number of Area Notes (type of fishery, effort,
by-caught animals (ICES area or more detailed) seasonal variations, etc.)
Common dolphin -10<11<33 VII FR Bass pelagic trawling
Common dolphin 24< 5§75 <1125 VIII FR Bass pelagic trawling
Common dolphin 72 < 674 <2694 All areas All pelagic trawling
Provisional results

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

Information on levels of disturbance
(e.g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)

First meeting in November 2005 between French marine biologists and the French Navy at the Admiralty in Paris. Organised by the Ministry of the
Ecology and Sustainable Development and the Admiralty. The aim of this first contact was to exchange knowledge on effects and mitigation
measures. A workshop on this issue will be organised in Brest in september 2006 during a meeting on Marine Environment Characterisation..

A report on the seismic and acoustic activities of the French oceanographic fleet made by IFREMER should be available.

Experiments on the effect of some commercial pingers and prototypes was carried out on common dolphins by CRMM and IFREMER (video to be
exhibited at the 2006 ECS conference); similar project planned in 2006 (IFREMER, Oceanopolis Brest and the Navy)

Other studies on acoustic impact are done through the EU NECESSITY project.

In the Pelagos sanctuary in Mediterranean Sea, studies are conduct on mitigation measures to avoid or at least limit ship-strike such a training
sessions, observers on board, identification of areas at higher risk of collision.
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Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

NA

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

Natura 2000 marine site procedures in progress: 4 sites have been proposed to the E.C.on the Channel and Atlantic coast for Harbour purpoise and
12 for Bottlenose dolphin .

New law on Marine Protected Area voted(march 2006). Marine Protected Area in Iroise Sea in project (public inquiry in autumn 2006).

4. Further research on small cetaceans

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

National stranding network since 1970. National annual report, sample and tissue bank, data base, national coordination CRMM/Université de La
Rochelle.

Research on abundance, population structure etc.

Aerial surveys in Brittany (Oceanopolis), and in the Bay of Biscay (CRMM and CRELA/Université de La Rochelle)
Monitoring of the coastal group of bottlenose dolphins (Oceanopolis Brest in Iroise Sea), photo-identification, home range, population structure...
Photo identification of bottlenose dolphins of the Bay of Mont Saint Michel and Cotentin (GECC)

Boat surveys on cetaceans in the southern Bay of Biscay (GEFMA); relationship between cetacean populations and climate change (MNHN in the
framework of a regional programme on the marine environment)

SCANS II (French contractant: CRMM/ULR).
Data collection of opportunistic sightings (CRMM/ULR, GECC, GEFMA, Oceanopolis Brest).

Systematic boat survey of cetaceans in relation to oceanographic, planktonic and pelagic fish patterns in the Bay of Biscay (programme PELGAS,
Ifremer, CRMM/ULR)

Ferry observer surveys between Roscoff and Cork will start in April 2006 to September 2006 (Oceanopolis Brest/Orca).

Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health

Transfer and bioaccumulation of heavy metals (mainly mercury, lead and cadmium) in cetaceans (CRELA/ULR)

5. Public awareness and education

Measures taken in the fields of public awareness and education to implement or promote the Agreement

permanent exhibition, two panels on the agreement added in 2005- (Oceanopolis).

French Press releases during the 2005 ASCOBANS advisory committee in Brest.




ASCOBANS Annual National Report

A. General information

Germany 1% January — 315 December 2005
Name of party Period covered

The Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature

Conservation and Nuclear Safety Date of report: 4.4.06

Name of report compilers
Oliver Schall / Lisa Freudenberger / Achim
Schmitz

New member in the Advisory Committee: Oliver Schall
Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. NEW measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2 Meeting of Parties

1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries

Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch

Germany will embark on a pilot study in the Baltic to replace gill nets by fish traps in 2006. If the pilot study

proved to be successful a full scale experiment on the replacement of gill nets by traps will be conducted in
2007.

According to EC Council Regulation 812/2004 acoustic harassment devices (so-called pingers) became
mandatory in the German North Sea as of 1 June 2005 and the phasing-out of drift-nets in the Baltic Sea
commenced in 2005. No further or purely national measures for the mitigation of by-catch were
implemented.

In 2005, the federal state of Schleswig-Holstein changed its Coastal Fishery Ordinance inside the existing
whale sanctuary of the island of Sylt (Wadden Sea national park, North Sea) reducing dimensions of set-
nets and prohibiting the destructive industrial fishery for the production of fish meal. The European
Commission, however, did not endorse this measure for all EU fishing fleets, so that it is currently only valid
for German vessels (which were not practicing these fishing methods in the sanctuary anyway).

The acoustic signals sent with a high level of audio pressure by pingers could maybe result in injuries of the
hearing of whales. Pingers are attached to fishing nets to scare away harbour porpoises.

In this context a research project is funded by the Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer
Protection (BMELV) which is conducted by the Research and Technology Centre (Biisum). Ears of freshly
dead harbour porpoises from the North Sea and Baltic Sea are examined for potential impacts on sounds.
This is the first broad analysis of pathologies in the ears of North and Baltic Sea harbour porpoises. In order
to assess potential impacts, histo-pathological methods for cetacean inner ears (Ketten 1992) and
computerized tomography (CT) were applied for the first time on animals from German waters. A report of
the results was finished in 2005, but is not yet published.

Fishing nets containing sound reflecting material (e.g. barium sulphate) have been tested by the research
company “F* (Heikendorf/Kiel) in Canadian waters. It could be shown that porpoises detect reflective nets
earlier and better than unreflective nets - as long as the porpoises make use of their echolocation system
(Culik 2004).

Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch

A fishing industry with ground gill nets for cod, turbot and plaice which are potential dangers for small
cetaceans is only conducted by one cutter with a length of 17m in Schleswig-Holstein. The by-catch is
documented.

Estimates of by-catch in set net and pelagic trawl fisheries

A scientific observer program is implemented in gill net fishery in the North Sea, but not in pelagic trawl
fisheries on herring, mackerel and horse mackerel. No observer systems are implemented in the Baltic
Sea.
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Generally there are some porpoises, which get reported as by-catch of the German North Sea fishing
industry. At all the estimated number is between 15 and 30 by-catches of the German fishing industry.
(Flores und Kock 2003) (SH)

The following by — catches and strandings should be regarded as absolute minimum numbers

Species Estimated number of Area Notes, type of fishery,
by-caught animals (ICES area or more effort, seasonal variations,
or stranded detailed) (reference)
Phocoena phocoena' | 3 (minimum IVb, c Gill net fisheries (BMELV)
estimate)
2 (minimum IC (22,24) Gill net fisheries (BMELV)
estimate)
Phocoena phocoena 2 Baltic Sea area 22 Set net for cod (DMM* )
Phocoena phocoena some _stranded in the ICES quadrants 37F8 | (Schleswig-Holstein)
and 38F8
Phocoena phocoena 16 found dead on the | Mecklenburg-Vorpommern | from 12 Phocoena
coast (Baltic sea area 24) phocoena was made an
autopsy
Balaenoptera found dead on a island of Rigen Autopsy made
physalus sand bank

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

Information on levels of disturbance
(e. g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)

High speed vessels, ship collisions with marine mammals

A two-year Research & Development (R&D) project investigating the effects of high speed vessels on the
marine environment was launched in the end of 2005. The project is part of the environmental research
plan (UFOPLAN 2005, code FKZ 205 85 128) of the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU, Division N | 4) and is coordinated by the Federal Environment
Agency (UBA, Division | 3.2). The research work is jointly carried out by the Maritime Institute, University of
Applied Sciences (Bremen) and GAUSS mbH (Bremen), a private research institution working on issues of
environmental protection and safety in maritime shipping. Close cooperation with the Federal Agency for
Nature Conservation (BfN), the ASCOBANS Secretariat and other official bodies such as the Federal
Maritime and Hydrographic Agency (BSH), the CMS® Secretariat and the Wadden Sea National Park
Administrations is envisaged in this project. The provision of an intermediate report is scheduled for
December 2006 and the final report, including an English executive summary, will become available in
December 2007.

The research project is based on the results of an expert workshop organised by UBA and GAUSS in 2004.
The workshop identified concerns associated with high speed shipping and future research needs
regarding the impact of high speed vessels on the marine environment, in particular on marine mammals
and seabirds. The decision to conduct a R&D project was further stimulated by two international
resolutions: the ASCOBANS resolution “Effects of Noise and of Vessels” (Resolution No. 5, MoP4,
Denmark 2003), which invites Parties to conduct further research into the effects of high speed ferries on
small cetaceans, and an adopted resolution of the 8th Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on
Migratory Species (CMS), Kenya 2005, concerning cetaceans and i.a. underwater noise and ship strikes.
Another impetus for the project is the pending need for an investigation of how high speed vessels may
affect protected areas in the North and Baltic Sea, i.e. the existing Wadden Sea National Parks and marine
Natura 2000 sites under designation.

' E: Harbour porpoise / D: Schweinswal / F: Marsouin
* DMM= Deutsches Meeresmuseum Stralsund
3 Convention on Migratory Species
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The project has the objective to investigate all potential effects of high speed vessels on the marine
environment, taking into account the natural setting of the affected areas and their protection status.
Special consideration, however, is given to the effects of high speed vessels, in particular underwater
sound emissions and collision risk, on marine mammals and seabirds. The project covers the following
range of aspects:

=  Sound emissions to air and water caused by the operation of high speed vessels and their
potential impacts on marine mammals and seabirds.

= The collision risk of high speed vessels with marine mammals and seabirds.

=  Wave formation and sediment erosion caused by the operation of high speed vessels in shallow
coastal waters and their potential impacts on benthic organisms.

= Oxygen levels and turbidity of the water body affected by the operation of high speed vessels and
potential impacts on plankton.

=  Fuel consumption and air emissions caused by the operation of high speed vessels.
= Potential socio-economic impacts of high speed vessels on residents and tourisms.

Due to their high engine power, high velocity and technical construction, high speed vessels cause high
underwater noise emissions that extend over large areas. The frequency spectrum of these emissions is
broad due to the different construction types and engines that are typically used for high speed vessels.
The R & D project will therefore investigate different types of high speed vessels (i.e. catamarans,
monohulls, motorboats etc.). Based on technical data available for these ships, the underwater sound
characteristics (i.e. sound pressure levels, frequency spectra, spatial range etc.) will be calculated.

The characteristics of the underwater sound emissions will be used to assess potential impacts on native
marine mammals (Phocoena phocoena, Phoca vitulina®, Halichoerus grypuss) on an individual and
community level. On an individual level, effects may range from a permanent or temporary hearing loss,
over masking of communication and echo-location sounds to stress and behavioural changes. The
magnitude and severity of effects will depend on the characteristics of the sound source, the distance
between source and individual and sound propagation under water, as well as the animal’s hearing ability.
In order to assess effects on a community level, including an evaluation of the collision risk, a spatial
analysis will be conducted by interlacing data on abundance and distribution of mammal species with data
on routes and traffic of high speed vessels in the North and Baltic Sea. Special emphasis will be given to
marine protected areas (Wadden Sea National Parks and Natura 2000 habitats). If significant impacts on
marine species by high speed vessels are identified, technical and/or regulatory impact mitigation
measures will be elaborated in cooperation with the competent national and international institutions.

Offshore wind farms

The research project MINOSplus (Marine Warm-blooded Animals in the North Sea and Baltic Sea:
Foundations for Assessment of Offshore Wind Farms) started 2002 and was continued in summer 2004
and will go on until April with a similar structure as the previous project MINOS. The German
Oceanographic Museum (Stralsund), the Research and Technology Centre (Blisum), the Leibniz Institute
for Marine Research at the University of Kiel, the Ruhr- University Bochum, the Institute for fishing industry
Hamburg and the National Park Office Schleswig-Holstein are involved.

The project has two emphases concerning marine mammals.

1. The reporting of the spatiotemporal appearance of marine mammals in the German bay and in the
German part of the Baltic Sea.
2. The determining of the impact of acoustic emissions on marine mammals.

The acoustic impact of wind turbine related sound emissions in harbour porpoises is tested within a study
conducted at the Fjord & Baelt in Kerteminde, Denmark. A nine year old male harbour porpoise has been
trained to participate in an underwater measurement of its acoustic sensitivity. The method applied in this
study is the measurement of Auditory Evoked Potentials (AEPs). In 2005 the absolute hearing threshold
has been measured at frequencies between 44.8 kHz and 140 kHz as part of a complete audiogram.

A study on the potential impact of the operational sound emissions of wind turbines on the sound detection
capabilities of harbour porpoises has been conducted by the Research and Technology Centre (Blisum),

* E: Common Seal / G: Seehund / F: Phoque veau-marin
> E: Grey seal / G: Kegelrobbe / F: Phoque gris
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University of Kiel, at the Dolfinarium Harderwijk. The study was conducted on an eight year old male
harbour porpoise and included measurements of its absolute hearing threshold at frequencies at low and
mid-frequencies (up to 16 kHz). The method applied was the measurement of Auditory Evoked Potentials
(AEPs). Subsequently the masking effect of the operational wind turbine sounds on the animal’s perception
of low frequency sounds was tested. At a received level of this noise of 128 dB re 1 yPa a significant
masking of the animal’s acoustic perception of the test signals occurred whereas at 115 dB re 1 p Pa the
documented effect was not significant.

In the context of the project also the dispersal and the migrations of porpoises and seals as well as the
hearing of porpoises is researched. The background is to install Offshore-wind farms if possible not in the
main areas of marine mammals and minimise sound emissions for porpoises.

This project could be useful for the reduction of acoustic disturbance. The final report of the first stage of
the MINOS project is existent since fall 2004. 2005 there has been an intern progress report of the following
project MINOS+ as well as a seminar of status.

Seismic Measures: One survey with a total length of 1400 km was carried out during 18. - 30 Oktober 2005
in the southern part of the German North-Sea area.

Fast running ferries: There is only one fast running ferry at the coast of the north sea in the exterior area
(Cat. No.1) and achieves 44kn. It runs between Helgoland, Amrum, Sylt and Blisum but it is only allowed to
run 16 kn in the area of the sailing order (= area of the old national-park till 1999) in the fairway. Another
fast running ferry runs in the interior zone. For it an exception is essential: It is allowed to run 24 kn as
maximum in the fairway and 12kn as maximum in the fairway of the protected zone. With different ship-
owners (exception: Deutscher Reederverband), Yard-alliances and others proceedings have been
completed with the result to keep the maximum speed of 16kn also in the exterior area of the Wadden Sea
and in some corridors the speed of 24 kn.

Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

Schleswig-Holstein tries to sue out a speed limit in front of Dithmarschen reaching out to the 3 nm border
and 12 nm border in front of North-Frisia (outer border of the national-park).

For that a modification of the sailing arrangement has to be made for north-see national-parks. A working
group with participation of all relevant people came to the following point: the speed limit in the inner zone
of the Wadden Sea shall be 12 kn (in fairways 16 kn, in protected areas out of the time of protection 8 kn),
in the exterior area 16kn (in some corridors 24kn). This proposal has been aligned between the German
Laender and can be handed to the competent minister of traffic.

Sonar tests

Military sonar tests are carried out by applying the NATO URC diver and marine mammal risk mitigation
rules. These include the selection of the trial area based on an environmental scoping study, visual and
acoustical surveillance of the area 30 minutes before, during and 30 minutes after the operation and a ramp
up procedure for at least 30 minutes starting with 160 dB re 1 Pa or the lowest possible setting. Operations
are suspended on detecting marine mammals within the safety range and sightings are reported. If
transmissions stop for more than 30 minutes the start up procedure is repeated.

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

The 1999 labeled protected area for whales in front of the islands Sylt and Amrum is a preferred area of
habitation for porpoises with regularly appearance of pups. Fishing with a high risk of by-catch, like

1) Fishery working with ground anchored gill nets racked higher than 2.00m

2) Industrial fishery

3) Dirift net fishery
is not allowed in the protected zone for whales
At the beginning of 2005 a new amended regularity for inshore fishery has become effective, which tightens
regulations dealing with point one according to new findings:
It is not allowed to fish with ground anchored gill nets racked higher than 1.30m and with an aperture size
higher than 150mm. Additional a compulsory registration of caught whales as by-catch has been
introduced.
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The implementation in the EC- fishing-legislation still has to be done. The notification of the new more strict
regulation has already been requested from the BMELV in Brussels, but Denmark has already signalised

its refusal. That's why the banes are still relevant for Germany only.

In the protected zone for whales speed limits shall be introduced (already mentioned). The plan is to set a
speed limit of 16 kn and two relatively small corridors with a speed limit of 24kn.

Measures have been taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

On 26 May 2004, Germany nominated three “Proposed Sites of Community Importance” (pSCIs) in its
North Sea EEZ® and five pSCI in its Baltic Sea EEZ, some of them especially to protect the harbour
porpoise as a species of Annex Il of the Habitats-Directive (92/43/EC).

4. Further research on small cetaceans

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

Stranding of dead harbor porpoises along the coast of Lower Saxony increased significantly since
1999/2000. The trend lasts until now. The reason why is still unknown but increasing population or changes
of food resources are discussed. Most of the dead animals were found in the first half of the year.

A stranding network for cetaceans is in force since the 1950’s for the coast of the federal state of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in the Baltic Sea and since 1990 for the coast of Schleswig-Holstein in the Baltic
Sea and North Sea. The coast of Niedersachsen in the North Sea is covered too.

Necropsies of all stranded and by-caught cetaceans (2004: 147 small cetaceans) were carried out by the
Research and Technology Centre (FTZ Bisum), the Veterinary Institute for Fish and Fishery Products
(Cuxhaven) and the German Oceanographic Museum (Stralsund).

For 2005, no results were reported until now. The 2005-report is expected in spring 2006. According to
personal communication with the scientists from FTZ, no unusual illnesses or particular epidemics were
found.

The stranding network (see previous annual national report for 2003) operated routinely to its full extent.
Necropsies of all stranded and by-caught cetaceans were carried out as usual by the Research and
Technology Centre (Blisum), the Veterinary Institute for Fish and Fishery Products (Cuxhaven) and the
German Oceanographic Museum (Stralsund). The latter cooperated newly with the Veterinary Agency of
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (Rostock).

In 2005 so far 151 stranded and 3 by-caught harbour porpoises were studied in Schleswig-Holstein (110
from the North Sea, 37 from the Baltic, 4 of unknown origin).

Projects of the Research and Technology Centre (Blisum) and the GKSS Research Centre (Geesthacht) to
investigate the genetic structure of parasites from the respiratory tract of harbour porpoises (see previous
annual national report for 2003) were continued.

A research project aiming in investigating the feeding ecology of harbour porpoises in the North Sea and
Baltic Sea has started in 2005 funded by the Federal Agency of Nature Conservation. Analyses of the
stomach contents and fatty acids in the blubber are performed.

Research on abundance, population structure etc.

Aerial surveys were conducted in the German North Sea and Baltic Sea by the Research and Technology
Centre (Busum) throughout the year 2005 similar to the three previous years (see previous annual national
report for e.g. 2003, 2004).

Using the circle-back method from Hiby the strip width as well as the g(0) factor for different environmental
conditions were calculated for the survey team and applied to the flown tracks.

The study area included the EEZ and the 12-nm-zone. Along the German North Sea coast a density
gradient from the northern to the southern part was discovered: Highest densities were observed around
the area Sylt Outer Reef, which includes the area west off the island of Sylt and Amrum close to the Danish
border. This sharp density gradient was most pronounced in summer (June-August). In spring (March-May)
local hotspots were discovered in the area Sylt Outer Reef but also north of the East Frisian islands, in the
area around Borkum Reef Ground. Surveys on the Doggerbank, a submerged sandbank located near the
westernmost boundary of the EEZ, revealed high densities in spring and summer as well. In summer low
densities were found offshore the East Frisian islands. In autumn (Sept.-Nov.) harbour porpoise density is

¢ EEZ= Exclusive Economic Zone
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lowest and the general distribution in the German Bight appeared to be less clumped. Thus, the north-south
gradient appeared to be virtually absent in autumn.

In the Baltic Sea study area nearly all sightings in 2005 were limited to the area west of the island of Riigen.
Just three single sightings were made east of Rligen. A west-east density gradient was detected in the
summer months, characterised by high local densities in the Kiel Bight and around the island of Fehmarn.
Within the scope of MINOS and MINOSplus (see above) the Research and Technology Centre (Blisum)
continued research in the Whale Protection Area off the islands of Sylt and Amrum by means of visual
surveys from boats and porpoise detectors (POD).

The R+D project (of the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation; see annual report for 2004) for the
implementation of the ‘Jastarnia recovery plan for the Baltic harbour porpoise’ was continued by the
German Oceanographic Museum (DMM), the University of Potsdam (UP), and the Research and
Technology Center West coast (FTZ). The three-year research project commenced in late 2004 and entails
acoustic recordings with click detectors in the easternmost German EEZ (by DMM), genetic analysis of
population structure (by UP), the creation of a web-based data base and necropsies of by-caught and
stranded individuals (both by FTZ). First results indicated a strong decline in vocal registrations from west
to east and a distinct genetic population differentiation between the central Baltic proper and the Sounds
area with possibly a wide zone of overlap though (for more detail see also the report of the Jastarnia
Group).

The German Oceanographic Museum studied in 2005 the abundance and the habitat use of harbor
porpoises in the German part of the Baltic Sea. In three ongoing research projects the focus was set on
designated marine protected areas, the possible influences of offshore wind power plants and the
implementation of the ASCOBANS-Recovery Plan for the harbor porpoise in the Baltic (Jastarnia Plan). Up
to 39 measuring sites with click-detectors (T-PODs) were operated throughout the area. The project
revealed significant geographical differences in harbor porpoise registrations with a prominent decrease
from west to east. The number of registrations was much lower in wintertime compared to the summer
2005 for the German Baltic in the area from the westernmost part up to the Darss Sill. Both findings
matched previous results strongly supporting geographical differences and seasonal changes in the relative
porpoise density in the German Baltic.

Collecting data of harbour porpoise sightings continues. Most of the sightings have been recorded during
springtime. A scientific review of the data is still on the task list.

A project was outlined to investigate the annual distribution of harbour porpoises at selected sites by T-
PODs. It will be started when funding becomes available.

For possible military sonar test areas, e.g. the Skagerrak, Sogne-Fjord and Celtic Sea, studies concerning
the abundance, distribution and migration of cetaceans were or will be carried out. Another investigation
deals with the possibility to detect cetaceans with military sonar systems used in a passive mode.
Therefore a database containing signals and parameters of various cetacean vocalizations is in progress. A
data base including species characteristics and their abundance is under way as a risk mitigation tool for
the German Navy. National and international obtained marine mammal sighting data shall be included as
well as predictions for potential trial areas.

Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health
No new findings known

5. Public awareness and education

During one of the regular so called BLANO’ workshops, an information exchange of federal and state
governmental institutions regarding the North Sea and Baltic Sea, the German Oceanographic Museum (S.
Brager) introduced ASCOBANS, the Jastarnia Plan, and its research project for the implementation of the
Jastarnia recovery plan (see above) at the Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) on the island of
Vilm (30 May 2005).

During the annual BSH symposium in Hamburg, the German Oceanographic Museum (S. Brager) gave a
presentation on “conservation measures for cetaceans in North Sea and Baltic Sea under ASCOBANS” (8
June 2005).

"BLANO= Bund- Lénder- Ausschuss Nord- und Ostsee
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To promote the ,International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise” (every 3" Sunday in May), a press
conference was held and a press release distributed by the organisers, the Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation (BfN), Vilm, the German Oceanographic Museum (DMM), Stralsund, and the GSM -
Gesellschaft zum Schutz der Meeressaugetiere (Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals). A
representative from the German Press Agency, dpa, was present and, as a result, several articles appeared
in the media. Subsequently, Petra Deimer gave a lecture at the Alexander Kénig Museum in Bonn on behalf
of ASCOBANS.

Following the annual tradition since 2002, the GSM has again written to some 165 sailing clubs and marinas
as well as several yachting magazines to raise awareness of its project “Sailors on the lookout for harbour
porpoises”. As usual, the results of the project will appear in the official German document at
AC/ASCOBANS. The media feedback is still very good, and the dissemination of the request for sightings is
widespread. There have been two interesting follow-ups to the project — a report on TV (NDR®-Baltic
Report), and as a result of an idea from the GSM for the series “Klstenwache” (Coastguard) which was
broadcasted by ZDF?® (= 2" German TV chain) at prime time, a storyline was built around the subjects of
harbour porpoises and by-catch.

A press conference was held and a joined press release of the DMM Stralsund and the German NGO
“Gesellschaft zum Schutz der Meeressaugetiere” for the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise
was delivered on the 10" of May.

A special event focussing on harbour porpoises in the North and the Baltic Sea was held in October.
Several public talks were held on different locations (University Greifswald with NGO NABU, at the
information centre of the national park “Vorpommersche Boddenlandschaft) and a number of occasional and
regular events namely for children and young took place at the museum and its branches.

The museum provides information and samples on marine mammals inhabiting the Baltic Sea and research
projects in its exhibition and offers brochures and literature to its visitors (581.406 in 2005)

Three different brochures were produced by the alliance for conservation and the national-park service:

1. Porpoises
2. Whales and Seals
3. Whales and Seals in the Wadden Sea

The Multimar Wadden sea forum in Ténnig is highly visited as house for exhibitions. The skeleton of a
Sperm Whale (Physeter catodon)10 is there and the visitors get a lot of information about porpoises.

The nature protection society ,Schutzstation Wattenmeer has recruited an assistant, who is making
inquiries working on public relations in 2004 and 2005 about porpoises. In cooperation with the WWF there
is also a report dealing with protected areas in the southern and central North Sea and marine mammails in
preparation.

Public awareness is raised during lectures in various for a Particular emphasis is given on ASCOBANS and
its goals (BMELV)

The National Park Administration started to inform the public about the local distribution of harbour porpoises
on the Internet (see http://www.nationalpark-

wattenmeer.niedersachsen.de/master/C12535070 N6905445 L20 DO 15912119.html)

¥ NDR= Norddeutscher Rundfunk — the regional TV chain of Northern Germany
® ZDF = Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen — an important nation-wide TV chain in Germany
' G: Pottwal / F: Cachalot
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A. General information

Name of Range State LATVIA

Period covered 01.01.05-31.12.05

Name of report compiler Valdis Pilats

Date of report 22.03.06

Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. NEW measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2" Meeting of Parties

1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries

No

Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch

No

Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch

Estimates of by-catch in set net and pelagic trawl fisheries

Species Estimated number of
by-caught animals

Area
(ICES area or more detailed)

Notes (type of fishery, effort,
seasonal variations, etc.)

Phocoena phocoena 0

Coastal waters of Latvia

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

No

Information on levels of disturbance

(e.g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)
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No

Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

No

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

4. Further research on small cetaceans

No

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

No

Research on abundance, population structure etc.

No

Research on the effects of pollutants on cetacean health

5. Public awareness and education

Celebration of International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise 2005

Measures taken in the fields of public awareness and education to implement or promote the Agreement
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A. General information
Lithuania 2005
Name of party Period covered
Sigute Alisauskiene 2006-02-28
Name of report compiler Date of report

Any changes in co-ordinating authority, appointed member of advisory committee

B. NEW measures/action towards meeting the resolutions of the 2" Meeting of Parties
1. Direct interaction of small cetaceans with fisheries
Investigations of methods to reduce by-catch
No investigations on methods to reduce by-catches of harbor porpoises have been conducted so far.
Implementation of methods to reduce by-catch
Yes, on the basis of the Council Regulation (EC) No. 812/2004.

Estimates of by-catch in set net and pelagic trawl fisheries

Species Estimated number of by- Area Notes (type of fishery, effort,
caught animals (ICES area or more detailed) seasonal variations, etc.)
Harbor porpoise Two individuals Lithuanian coastal zone One found entangled in set nets
in April 2001

A second was by-caugth in a
pelagic trawl in winter 2003.

2. Reduction of disturbance to small cetaceans

Information on levels of disturbance
(e.g. seismic surveys, new high-speed ferry routes, studies about acoustic impacts on cetaceans, etc.)

No measures on disturbance reduction have been implemented.
Implementation of guidelines, new legislation, etc. to reduce disturbance

No new guidelines or legislation implemented.

3. Protected areas for small cetaceans

Measures taken to identify, implement and manage protected areas

No protected areas for cetaceans are identified in Lithuania.

4. Further research on small cetaceans

Implementation of schemes to use and gain information from stranded cetaceans

There are no such scheme implemented.



