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List of Abbreviations

AMMPA Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums

ASCOBANS Agreement of the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic,
North East Atlantic, Irish and North Seas

BfN Bundesamt fur Naturschutz
(German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation)

CMS Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
EAAM European Association of Aquatic Mammals
GRD Gesellschaft zur Rettung der Delphine

(Society for Dolphin Conservation)
GSM Gesellschaft zum Schutz der Meeressaugetiere
(Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals)

IDBHP International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise

NABU Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union

SAM Static Acoustic Monitoring

SAMBAH Static Acoustic Monitoring of the Baltic Sea Harbour Porpoise
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
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1. Background Information

1.1 The ASCOBANS Agreement

The Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas
(ASCOBANS) was concluded in 1991 under the auspices of the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (UNEP/CMS or Bonn Convention) and
entered into force in 1994. The Agreement was extended westwards by an Amendment in
February 2008 to also include the North East Atlantic and the Irish Sea. Consequently, the
new title reads Agreement of the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic, North East
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas. ASCOBANS is open for accession by all Range States and
by regional economic integration organisations, such as the European Union.

The aim of the Agreement is to promote close cooperation amongst Parties with a view to
achieving and maintaining a favourable conservation status for small cetaceans in the entire
Agreement Area.
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A Conservation and Management Plan forming part of the Agreement obliges parties to
engage in habitat conservation and management, surveys and research, pollution mitigation
and public information. To achieve its aim, ASCOBANS cooperates with range states that
have not (yet) acceded to the Agreement, relevant intergovernmental organisations as well
as non-governmental organisations for the implementation of conservation activities.
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1.2 The International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise (IDBHP)

In 2002, the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans in the Baltic, North East
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas (UNEP/ASCOBANS) declared the third Sunday in May of
each year as the “International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise” (IDBHP) in order to
raise awareness of the critical situation of the populations of Harbour Porpoises (Phocoena
phocoena), the only species of cetacean native to the Baltic Sea.

Several studies have confirmed recently that only a very low number of these animals can
still be found in the Baltic Proper. The significant decline of the population of Harbour
Porpoises is largely due to human activities. T— e : X

The greatest threat is posed by by-catch, the ; : .
accidental entanglement of animals in fishing
nets. Other threats include underwater noise,
over-fishing and habitat degradation due to,
for example, extraction of natural resources.
Urgent action is needed to save the Baltic
Harbour Porpoise from extinction.

Raising public awareness plays an important © Preben Toft.
role in supporting effective conservation

action. The IDBHP aims to promote public support through various events and exhibitions at
museums and scientific institutions around the Baltic Sea riparian states. Harbour Porpoise
Day was observed for the first time in 2003 and has been celebrated every year since. The
number of institutions staging events to mark the IDBHP has grown significantly. It is our
hope that, ultimately, IDBHP will be observed by at least one notable institution in every
country around the Baltic Sea.

The IDBHP offers a good occasion to highlight the critical status of the Baltic population of
the harbour porpoise and the threats to its survival. Effective conservation measures can
benefit the harbour porpoise population, other species sharing its habitat and the ecosystem
of the Baltic Sea as a whole.

In addition, the IDBHP 2010 is an excellent opportunity to spread the word about a new
research project of the EU countries of the Baltic region, the Static Acoustic Monitoring of
the Baltic Harbour Porpoise (SAMBAH) project, which will enter its field phase as soon as
the major part of the ice in the passages will have melted, at the latest in May 2011. New
distribution and abundance data will then be collected and the information will be
communicated to management authorities with the ultimate goal to secure harbour porpoise
conservation.

The UNEP/ASCOBANS Secretariat greatly appreciates your participation in this event. This
handbook is intended to show you which events took place on the IDBHP in previous years
and to inspire you to organise activities of your own.

We will be very pleased to support your activities and collaborate
in order to highlight the IDBHP in 2011!
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1.3 Times and locations of IDBHP Celebrations

Finland

«» Sarkanniemi Dolphinarium, Tampere (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009)

Germany
+ Zoological Museum Alexander Koenig, Bonn (2004, 2005, 2006)
+ Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (GSM), Quickborn (2006, 2007)
+« Aquarium of Cologne Zoo, Cologne (2007)
+ Zoological Museum of Hamburg University, Hamburg — organized by GSM (2008)
+ German Oceanographic Museum, Stralsund (2007, 2008, 2009)
+» Plaza of Diversity, Bonn (2008)

+» Sea Life Center, Kénigswinter (2010)

Latvia

« Museum of Natural History, Riga (2004, 2005, 2006, 2008)

Lithuania

% Lithuanian Sea Museum, Klaipéda (2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010)

Poland
+ Hel Marine Station, Gdansk (2003, 2004, 2006)

+ Marine Aquarium, Gdynia — organized by Hel Marine Station (2005, 2010)

Sweden
« Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm (2004, 2005)
+ Havets Hus, Lysekil (2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2010)
+ Goteborg Natural History Museum, Géteborg (2008)
+ Natures Center Kullaberg (2010)

We would be very happy to add your region
and your institution to this list!
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1.4 The SAMBAH Project

SAMBAH — Static Acoustic Monitoring of the Baltic Sea

Harbour Porpoise — is an international LIFE+ funded project 6‘1'»,__
involving all EU countries around the Baltic Sea, with the A
ultimate goal to secure the conservation of the Baltic Sea §§
harbour porpoise. 9.
\?‘@\

The objectives of SAMBAH are to estimate densities, total
abundance and to produce distribution maps of harbour | www.sambah.org |
porpoises in the study area; to identify possible hotspots, habitat

preferences and areas of higher risk of conflict with anthropogenic activities; to increase the
knowledge about the Baltic Sea harbour porpoise among policymakers, managers,
stakeholders and the public; as well as to implement best practice methods for cost
efficient, large-scale surveillance of harbour porpoises in a low density area.

The study area stretches from the Darss- and Limhamn ridges in the southwest to the
northern border of the Aland archipelago in the north.

Time plan

The deployment of the approximately 300 static acoustic monitoring (SAM) units throughout
the study area will start this spring, after the melting of the larger ice masses and at the
latest in May. They will remain in operation for about two years. The project will end in
December 2014.

Project partners
e Sweden: Kolmardens Djurpark (Coordinator), Swedish Environmental Protection Agency

e Finland: Turku University, Ministry of Environment, Sarkanniemi Adventure Park
(Tampere dolphinarium)

e Poland: University of Gdansk, Inst. of Meteorology and Water Management, Chief
Inspectorate for Environmental Protection

o Denmark: National Environment Research Institute, Danish Forest and Nature Agency

e The Baltic States will be included in the project through subcontractors to Kolmarden.
They will deploy and service click detectors in Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian waters.

e Germany will join forces with SAMBAH, provided that the funding requirements will be
met. To date (March 2010) pledges have been made by the German Federal Ministry of
Environment and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria. The German
Oceanographic Museum in Stralsund will host the project.

Information on SAMBAH is available at the project website, www.sambah.org, including
downloads of a power point presentation and information material that you can print and
use in your IDBHP celebration. If you have further questions or comments, please don’t
hesitate to contact the project at info@aquabiota.se.
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2. Impressions of the IDBHP Celebrations 2010

21 Lithuanian Sea Museum, Kl aipeda,

12" — 16" of May, 2010

The Lithuanian Sea Museum this year
decided to take into account the Year
of Biodiversity announced by the UN.
Therefore, the main events for the
International Day of the Baltic
Harbour Porpoise were broadened by
educationl programs for adults and
children about the most endangered
animals occurring in the Baltic Sea.
Among those are the two largest
marine mammals of our national

waters — the Baltic Grey seal
(Halichoerus grypus macrorhychus)
and the Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena). Climate change, pollution and human
activities can affect these species tremendously.

©Ant anas Stanevilius

All events starting on the 12" of May were devoted to raise public awareness of how to
behave if e.g. encountering a seal. In 2010 a crucial activity of the Lithuanian Sea Museum
was to gather weak, unhealthy and exhausted Grey seals from the seashore of the Baltic
Sea. This year nine seals in need of
help were found. Unfortunately, not all
of them survived; some had severe
injuries from dogs or human activities.

The seals’ names were chosen
depending on the place or
circumstances of their discovery.
One, for example, was named “Kick”
to point out detrimental human
v behavior. This seal was first
©Al f on sa s Maginas discovered in Palanga, but, instead of

help, it received kicks. Luckily, it had a
strong will to survive and after having swum for more than 20 kilometers with its still partly
white fur which not yet adapted to water, it was found in Melnragé. This seal as well as the
others were brought to the Museum and they will be released back to the Baltic Sea as
soon as they recover.
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Baltic Grey seals are listed in the Lithuanian Red Data Book of endangered species.
Nevertheless, their poor conservation status receives little public attention. Harbour
Porpoises don’t even appear in the Lithuanian Red Data Book and are only granted
protection status by the international agreement of ASCOBANS.

From the very beginning of the IDBHP in 2003,
iy & b P the Lithuanian Sea Museum has been
3 d participating every year in the celebration of the
International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise
and thus contributes to raise public awareness of
this small whale. The experiences of previous
years showed, however, that an exhibition by
itself does not attract sufficient public attention
and quite often is not interesting enough to mass
media partners. Another point was that our
whole-year-around education program for
children and adults revealed that barely any of
the participants knew that Harbour Porpoises are
native to the Baltic Sea.

For this reason and also our experiences in
successfully organizing mass events we decided
this year to invite people from all over Lithuania
to participate in the shaping of a Harbour
Porpoise on the Lithuanian seashore.

Part of the idea was also to reflect the biodiversity still preserved in the Baltic sea by the
bunch of different people all dressed in a different way.

©Al fonsas Maglnas

One week before the actual event a press g \ W , x !\‘ -
release was issued and invitation letters [ A \\! ;\,.\1._ v‘{%\\ ‘$\
were sent to Lithuanian schools. N, . ! {
Unexpectedly, the idea gained so much 1 D 3 ~ 'f:’i ‘:
support that participants from all over
Lithuanian were arriving, e.g from:
Mazeikiai, Panevézys, Plungé, Natkiskiai,
Klaipéda, Silalé, Palanga, Siauliai,
Akmene, Priekulé, Tauragé, TelSiai,
Radviliskis, and Pagégiai. That was the
first time an ecological event organized by
the Lithuanian Sea Museum reached such
a great popularity. During the first day about 100 people registered in order to participate in
the event, on the following days the number even rose to 1500 participants.

©Al fonsas

Early in the morning of the 12" of May people from all over Lithuania started to gather at the
Dolphinarium. Members from the Union of Students (University of Klaipéda) helped to
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organise the event and to group all the participants. The participants were arranged into a
few lines and prepared to depart to the sea shore. The heads of the groups (almost all of
them were class teachers and lecturers) were given the brochures of ASCOBANS
containing the information about the Harbour Porpoise

When the different lines were
ready, we all went to the coast of
the Baltic Sea to shape the
Harbour Porpoise.

That’s how it started...

©Al fonsas Magl

And that's how it looked like
after 10 minutes...

e v LAWY
©Al fonsas

We all were in a very good
mood and waiting for a plane to
take a picture of us from the
avian perspective!

©Al fonsas Maginas
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That's how our Harbour
Porpoise looked from the
ground.

We shaped it in 20 minutes!

©Al fonsas Maginas

That was our plane!

©Al fonsas

©Ant anas Stanevi

And you can see the final result!!!! Hey, together with the Lithuanian Sea Museum!

Brigita Kreiviniené
b.kreiviniene@muziejus.lt
Tel.: (+370 46) 49 22 51
Fax.: (+370 46) 49 07 50
www.muziejus. |t
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2.2 Hel Marine Station of the Institute of Oceanography,
Gdansk University, Poland

On the 16™ of May 2010 the Hel Marine
Station of the Institute of Oceanography of
Gdansk University organized the Polish
edition of the 8" International Day of the
Baltic Harbour Porpoise.

Every year on this occasion we prepare a
special information stand and an exhibition
on the Kosciuszki Square in Gdynia. Our
stand is arranged next to the sculpture of a

3

Children were invited to take place in the Harbour Porpoise. This is a great idea
celebrations, e.g. by getting face paints. because many visitors have never seen this
— animal, so such sculpture give the

possibility to physically experience this
small whale.

People walking by the square received
leaflets, postcards, stickers and very
special tins of sprats, which were caught
using Harbour Porpoise friendly nets. On
the can everyone could find information on
Porpoises, conservation efforts and
problems concerning the bycatch of these
animals. These tins are part of our project:
“Active Protection of the Baltic Harbour
Porpoises against bycatch in the Puck
Bay”, which we have undertaken for the
last two years.

The project is based on two types of
technical tools: PODs (detectors) and
pingers (deterrents). The PODs record and
recognize the sounds of a Harbour
Porpoise. Data are then analysed to find
Passing visitors usually stop to take a look at the out when and how often Harbour Porpoises
material prepared by the Hel Marine Station. swim into the Puck Bay. To avoid the
bycatch of these small whales in this area we are planning to deploy pingers as an acoustic
barrier. Pingers produce sounds, which are very unpleasant to Harbour Porpoises, so we
hope that they will keep away from the pingers’ barrier.
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For the youngest visitors we prepared a contest in colouring pictures of the Harbour
Porpoise; we gave them postcards, stickers and posters as little rewards.

This year also one of our donors, the
LOTOS Group participated in the IDBHP
event. The Company prepared fun activities
and games for children who learned about
the Harbour Porpoise by solving riddles,
puzzles and funny crosswords.

Not only the children but also the adults
‘ enjoyed the activities on the IDBHP, they
» 4 stopped at our stand and became more
interested in the problems the Harbour
Porpoises is facing while studying the life-
size sculpture and models, reading the
leaflets and listening to our information.

1 > &

The youngest visitors took part in the contest
(sometimes their parents were very helpful)

Monika Selin
Klaudyna Sergot

Hel Marine Station .
NFOSiGW

The IDBHP was successful across ages.

Our project: “Active Protection of the Baltic Harbour Porpoises against bycatch in the Puck
Bay” is financed by National Fund for Environment Protection and Water Management.

The Hel Marine Station information booth for the harbour porpoise.
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2.3 Sea Life Center Kénigswinter, Germany

The ASCOBANS Secretariat held an exhibition at the SEA LIFE Center in Kdnigswinter to
raise awareness of the threats this small whale, the only species regularly occurring in
German waters, faces in particular in the Baltic Sea region. Information material was
distributed to the visitors of the aquarium, including specialised material on small cetaceans
for children.

The ASCOBANS Secretariat informed visitors to the Aquarium about the Baltic Harbour Porpoise as a
representative of the native marine fauna.

2.4 Havets Hus, Lysekil, Sweden

For the 5" year in a row, the harbour porpoise day was acknowledged at Havets Hus. Due
to a tough time schedule this spring we could not make the event as big as we used to but
nevertheless, the aquarium was surrounded by posters, news clips and scientific
information about the harbour porpoise, other whales and also seals. We also showed a
life-sized model of a harbour porpoise! Since some of the greatest dangers for the harbour
porpoises are toxins and boat traffic we focused our information on that. We also informed
our visitors about the national harbour porpoise program managed by the The Swedish
Museum of Natural History which encourages everybody to report all kinds of contact with
the whales, both live and dead ones.

www.havetshus.lysekil.se
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2.5 Natures Center, Kullaberg, Sweden

Speeches and presentations about their work on the Harbour Porpoise and ASCOBANS by
Malin Andersson and David Bérjesson — both marine biologists — were given to visitors. A
guided excursion to Kullens lighthouse for porpoise watching and a whale watching tour
close to the fishing ground of the cetaceans was the highlight of the day.

I nformation on the Baltic harbour porpoise and
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3. IDBHP Suggested Activities and Events

This chapter contains some useful approaches on how to raise public awareness, which
have been used in the celebration of the IDBHP.

3.1 Lectures and Exhibitions

Talks and lectures by scientists or
conservation authorities always
attract interested listeners. Marine
biologists have been invited to
give lectures on the Baltic harbour
porpoise and the threats to its
survival for example at the
University of Hamburg and at
Havets Hus in Sweden on the
IDBHP. In  addition, open
seminars  involving  students
and/or experienced researchers

Talks, such as given at Havets Hus in Lysekil, Sweden, can be organised.
represent a good way to introduce the general public to
issues of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise. , {/

Considerations should be taken to include both, the
scientific and non-scientific public.

Visual media, such as pictures and videos are a useful
tool to support the points raised in a talk. An open
discussion or a question-answer session is usually a
good round-up of the event as the audience is
encouraged to participate actively and learn more about
the conservation of the Harbour Porpoise.

Poster exhibitions offer another great option to raise
public awareness. Relatively straightforward to organise,
they can even reach a greater number of people than
talks, provided they are exhibited in an appropriate
location. Simple creative amendments can even increase
the general attention. One example comes from the Lithuanian Sea Museum, where people
at the information booth were invited to draw comparisons between harbour porpoises and
guinea pigs. The idea originated from the similar sound of the common name for these two
species in some languages, such as Lithuanian and Russian.

Thisaner provided by the
ASCOBANS Secretariat caught the|
attention in Stralsund, Germany.
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Exhibitions invite to find out more

A successful concept is also to combine different types of media to reach the visitor’s
different senses and thus attention. The German Oceanographic Museum in Stralsund, for
example, did not only display material and poster provided by the ASCOBANS secretariat,
but also showed devices for acoustic detection of cetaceans called T-POD, an authentic
skull of a harbour porpoise and slides with reports and pictures from personal encounters
with the harbour porpoises on a computer. A quiz prepared for children and adorned with
small prizes motivated the little ones among visitors to
learn more about their marine “neighbours”.

Interested visitors at the German Oceanographic Museum in Stralsund, Germany.
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3.2 Sculptures and Models

Models and sculptures are a great way to spark curiosity of the public.

The majority of people have never seen a harbour porpoise in real life and for many this
small whale may be rather abstract. Life-
size sculptures and models offer a
possibility to visualize a harbour porpoise,
experience its proportions and colours.

For this purpose models from museums,
research institutes and even art
exhibitions have been used by organisers
of the IDBHP.

Life-size model of a harbour porpoise at the
Natural History Museum of Latvia, 2004

Visitors of the Museum Alexander Koenig in
Bonn enjoyed the opportunity to view the
artwork of Jorg Mazur and at the same time to
learn about the harbour porpoise by reading
the ASCOBANS exhibition displayed in the
same room.

A composition of 45 cetaceans by Jorg Mazur
at the Zoological Museum Koenig in Bonn,
Germany 2004

Setting up exhibitions and information
stands near existing sculptures creates a
good linkage between the two. The
IDBHP informational stand, repeatedly
organised near the harbour porpoise
statue on Kosciuszki Square in Poland,
has attracted many locals and visitors of
all ages.
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3.3 Activities for Children

Children and teachers are a very important group for outreach activities related to the
IDBHP. Children are not only curious about nature and eager to learn, but they will also
shape the future. The IDBHP celebration is an opportunity to make them aware of the
significance of nature conservation, so that they can pass the message on to their
classmates, friends and relatives.

Information about harbour porpoises can
be presented in a short talk, a poster or a
PowerPoint presentation. Alternatively, a
documentary can be shown. It is
important to make learning interesting, for
example, by including games and
competitions. Quizzes, crossword
puzzles and drawing contests are popular
and relatively simple to organize.

If provided with material to be creative or active
children can become very enthusiastic to learn.

Besides treats, prizes may include harbour porpoise postcards, stickers and other
informational material, depending on the age group. A great reward is also a certificate,
containing information about the harbour
porpoise and stating that its recipient is a true
friend of the harbour porpoise. Sculpting
classes and face paintings have also been
proved successful.

Children can be encouraged to create their own
posters, presentations or plays on the harbour
porpoise and even to present it to other classes
or communities. Information on the harbour
porpoises’ needs, current threats as well as

ways how to help and protect them should be rosswords, quizzes and puzzles transfer
included. knowledge in a playful way.
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Seeing live animals can be a truly unforgettable experience. If well-run facilities exist in your
region, trips to aquaria and dolphinaria can be included in the program of the IDBHP.

The Lithuanian Sea Museum in Klaipéda, Lithuania, for example organized a seminar for
children in 2009, which took place in its dolphinarium. The theoretical part was thus
complemented by a practical part in which children could draw comparisons between the
Baltic harbour porpoise and the
Bottlenose dolphin being kept in the
dolphinarium.

Care should, however, be taken not to
support facilities that receive dolphins
captured in the wild or that do not conform
to international standards, such as those
set by the European Association of
Aquatic Mammals (EAAM) or the Alliance
of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums Children experienced a special day celebrating the
(AMMPA). IDBHP at the dolphinarium of Lithuanian Sea

Museum with practical and theoretical insights into
the life of cetaceans.

Music and dance performances by children

| and professionals can contribute to making

Tolepan oAl the celebration a memorable experience.

At the end of the day a get-together of the

parents and/or children represents a good

way to reflect on the activities of the day in an
informal atmosphere.

An adult in a dolphin dress is almost as good as
a real cetacean and can usually more easily
connect to the kids.

Handbook for the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise ﬂ

“ ASCOBANS



3.4. Media

Various communication media can contribute to even increase public awareness and
encourage a broader section of people to become involved in activities that help conserve
the Baltic population of the harbour porpoise. For many people it may be the first time to
hear that the Baltic Sea is indeed a habitat for a whale species. Accordingly, information
campaigns have a great potential to raise interest in and support for the harbour porpoise
population.

TV broadcastings, newspaper or internet articles or even publishing on account of the
celebration on your institution’s webpage could make your IDBHP more successful.

IBDHP was frequently featured in various Media, e.g.

.in Ger man ...

Environment/Whales/Fisheries: S.0.S. from Conservationists:

Save the Baltic Harbour Porpoise

Quickborn, Neumunster, Munich, 29 April 2008 T The harbour porpoise in the Baltic is not
doing well. This is the conclusion reached by three German NGOs, namely The Society for
the Conservation of Marine Mammals (Gesellschaft zum

| Schutz der Meeressaugetiere, GSM), The Society for Dolphin

& Conservation (Gesellschaft zur Rettung der Delphine, GRD)
‘ )St)f.f. . . . . .

MNeat o wale and The Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union

(Naturschutzbund, NABU), after a profound analysis of the

sightings data collected by GSM. In 2007, more than 1,100

sightings of live harbour porpoises were reported, but 173

porpoises were found dead on the German Baltic Sea coast.

0This year we found more tdnan t wi
the western Baltic coast in Schleswig-Holstein thani n 2 Od@id&d Hans-Jirgen Schitte,
coordinator of t h8ai3@SOMoss op@ub fore ldatbduroP &r poi ses o
(AWassersportl er sivitindoreern. Schwei nswal eo)

The causes of death are al most al ways anthropc
deaths are human-induced. The sensitive habitat of the Baltic Sea has been degraded and

turned into a busy shipping lane. Its waters are polluted by industry and agriculture and
over-fertilized. Underwater ordnance, military exercises and the exploitation of natural

resources such as gravel, sand, oil and natural gas have turned this unique ecosystem into

a hostile environment. The Recovery Plan for the Baltic Harbour Por poi se (fAJastarni
developed by ASCOBANS (the international agreement dedicated to the conservation of

small cetaceans) in 2002, however, identified fisheries as the number-one cause of

porpoises Gleaths. Fishermen do not deliberately catch porpoises, but many of these
animals die in nets deployedatight ot h®Whakescpesn
echolocation for orientation and to locate prey.
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Modern nylon nets cannot be detected by means of echolocation, and are invisible to the
animals. As a result, porpoises become entangled in the nets and suffocate. More animals
are killed than born, 06 sayfomB&iMr a feDbag rungdthis,

ratio i s unsustainable for any population.

Without strict measures, the small whale will soon become extinct in the Baltic Sea.
Consequently, the Jastarnia Plan unequivocally requires a change of fishing methods from
gear known to endanger porpoises to less dangerous gear. Drift nets should be replaced by
l onglines, set net s by fish traps and f
regul ations, but, as in many other <cases,

Ludwichow s k i . Al f the Bal tfollowedShe aeguiatiorstoktbe Jasarnias a |l | y

Plan, they could save the harbour porpoise.

Six years after the elaboration of the plan, nearly all fishery institutions remain in a state of
stoic inactivity. Instead of implementing the recovery plan, attempts are made to hide the
cause of porpoises dleaths. The GSM possesses a photo of a stranded porpoise with a
brick tied to its fluke. Along the coast of Schleswig-Holstein, GSM member Andreas Pfande
found more dead animals than ever before. Many of them had their bellies slashed open in
order to ensure that the carcasses would not surface or would only do so long after the
animals had died. The intention behind this is obvious: the later a cadaver surfaces the
more difficult it is to detect tell-tale net marks, which would give away the fact that the
porpoise died in a net.

Only a few years ago, by-catches were reported and the carcasses made available to
scientists, who examined them to determine their pre-mortal health status and the state of

mar i n

0

s h

p

i mpl e

t heir habitat. iBut nowadaysfromGRRBy siwé rthac & Kalk d

things like by-catch are non-existento

On the occasion of this ye aHarsourPorpoiserom BtMay n a |

2008, NABU, GRD and GSM will present the sightings map produced by the Federal
Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) on
interactive map will then also be available on the websites of the BfN and GSM
(www.habitatmarenatura2000.de and www.gsm-ev.de).

For further information please contact:

Petra Deimer, Hans-Jurgen Schitte GSM, Tel. 04106 4712 www.gsm-ev.de

Please also visit our websites: www.NABU-Meeresschutz.de, www.NABU-SH.de,
www.delphinschutz.org, www.gsm-ev.de

~
v i

Gesellschaft zum S¢ r

der Meeressdugetie
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When the International
Day of the Baltic
Harbour Porpoise was
celebrated in the
Sarké&nniemi Adventure

Park in 2009, the
Finnish press took up
the  opportunity  to

report on the alarming
scarcity of the Harbour
Porpoise in the Baltic
Sea. Threats, such as

noises
from

underwater
originating e.g.

Merinisakas on vaikeasti tunnistettava

Pydridinen: Tirykalvot eivit
kestd sukellusveneiti, dljynporaus-
lauttoja eivatka ruotsinlaivoja

FIPSAOLLI
Aagrmulehti

Harva tunnistaa pybriisti,

vaildea sen niikisikin, Serkubset

Mikko Laakso ju Essi Kalhola
ovar oikeilla jiljills, silla heidan
piirustulsissaan pyériginen on
harman eiki silli ole nokkaa,

T .

Pyaridispiivi liittyy Suomen-  §

kin allekirjoittamaan YK:n ym-
piiristbohjelman sopimukseen
pienvalaiden suojelusta Itime-
rells, Koillis-Arantills, Irlannin-
merellii ja Pohjanmerelld. Pai-
viin aikana Delhnsarion aulassa
jarjestettiin puuhaa lapsille,

delfinaariossa vietettiin sun-
nuntaina jo perinreeksi muo-
dostunureta kansainvilista pyo-
ridispaivii,

yLkeitd ja upp: e
Pyliridisen paras muntomerkki
on matala kol i

selkiievii. Delfinaarion piikou-
luttajan Kai Mattssonin mu-

disten kuvia.

Tom| Vuskols)Aarshtl

sunnuntaip&i-
Delfinaariossa. Piirustuksiin taiteiltiin pydri-

; T.\"ﬁn‘{_hnll:a_isin lemmikiksi  kaan Suomessa tehddin pyt-
kertoo jalkapall riflishavaintos noin § Pyiria on v t  lauttojen ja ruotsinlai al-  netelmii. Afnentarkkailulaite |
ha:rrnsmn, seitsemanvuotias  kertas vuodessa. sadassa vuodessa noin 10000~k rasitteita eviklai rekisterdi j ik |
M.lklnawlfavana. - Valitettavan usein kalastajat 20000 yksilstd arviolta kuu-  tirykalvoille. kuvien pydritisten fintelyd 55-
13-vuotins Essi pitid myos i EAristi innoi: yhsilibn, Sarkiinniemi on mukana Sam-

mereneldvistd, vaikka hiinelld
on jo kotona hoivattavana Ken-
zo-koira ja Veeti-kan.

ta, esimerkiksi hylkefsti tai up-
potukeista, jotks seattavar muis-
tuttaa kaukan pydrisisti.

Mika
Pybridinen, 1
phocoena phocoena |

Pybridists pidetsn yhtang
mysteerisimmista tEmeren
elaimists.

Yhsi kuudesta pydrisislajista
Ja yksi pienimmisté hammas-
valaista,

Ainoa valaslaji, joka elad py-
syyasti Seomen vesilld.
ftameressd on arvioit olevan |
aingastaan 600 pybridists, {
Syynd pidieiisten katoon pi-
Hatliin Aiskdiden outumis-

ta kalostafien verkkoibin:

Mattsson kertoo fhmisten bah -projektissa, jonka taveit
tuottamien dfinten, kuten su-  teena on soveltan vedenalaista
ell i . T

dliynporaus- mer uranta

nittdmidlli niiden tutkadini.
Sen avulla voidaan kartoittaa
esimerkiksi pyGridisen levinnei-
syytt.

IDBHP highlighted in a Finnish newspaper article

boat engines, were also discussed in the newspaper article. Noise can potentially damage
the ear drums of the small cetaceans and thus significantly decrease their chances of

survival.
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Mieszkam w Baltyku.
Kim jestem?

na 2djeciu mieszk,

Ns Carrm—— 0

©

BADACZE MORSKICH
SSAKOW W GDYNI

Article in the polish newspaper "Gazeta Wyborcza"

a medi a

contest : i

Announcement about the

il |l i ve
am |cB8nbest:

in the
in Gazeta

Wyborcza newspaper

i On
Hel

t *hoé Mag 2006 the
Marine Station of the

Institute of Oceanography of

GdaEGsk Univer si
a Polish edition of the
International Day of the
Baltic Harbour Porpoise.

During the day the results of

been asked to recognise the species of cetaceans in the pictures presented in three

consecuti ve

ssues

of a

oc al

eddi ti

on of

Bal

ty
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4. Get Involved in the IDBHP Celebration!

Your participation in the IDBHP could significantly contribute to raise public awareness of
the critical situation of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise population, and to increase public
support to undertake measures that save this precious species from extinction, as well as to
improve the ecological conditions in the Baltic Sea.

The ASCOBANS Secretariat can support your event by providing the informational material
listed in the next section, free of charge. Your cooperation is very important and would be
much appreciated. We look forward to your participation in the IDBHP!

Please contact us:

UNEP/CMS/ASCOBANS Secretariat
UN Campus
Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
53113 Bonn, Germany
Email: ascobans@ascobans.org
Tel.: +49 (0) 228 815 2416
Fax: +49 (0) 228 815 2440

© Florian Graner
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4.1 The ASCOBANS Secretariat can assist you to organise an IDBHP Event

To help you organise your IDBHP event, the ASCOBANS Secretariat can supply the
following information material (on a first come, first serve basis):

«» ASCOBANS (2009 edition with 10 pull-up
banners), available in English and German
(production in other languages is dependent on
funding) — exhibition will have to be returned to the
Secretariat!

The banners cover the following topics: The
ASCOBANS Agreement; Structure of
ASCOBANS; Why and International Agreement?;

AT, 2 v ot

Threats to Small Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises; Spemes Covered by ASCOBANS
The Harbour Porpoise; International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise; Help Us
Protect Cetaceans; Small Whale Facts for Kids; Facts and Figures About Cetaceans

« PowerPoint presentations on ASCOBANS and the Jastarnia Plan (ASCOBANS
Recovery Plan for the Baltic Harbour Porpoise)

+ Music CD “Project C” by Anna Nacher & Marek Styczynski

“ASCOBANS .~

+ Poster “Is something missing here?”, available in all languages of the Baltic Sea region
(with the exception of Russian)

,FEHLT HIER WAS?*“
—wﬂ!&f!‘!m
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« ASCOBANS Brochure in English and all languages of the Baltic Sea region

«» Brochure “The Baltic Harbour Porpoise Needs Protection” in German
(other languages available from Coalition Clean Baltic)

Der Ostsee-Schweinswal

BRAUCHT UNSEREN SCHUTZ!

The IDBHP postcards are available only in the English language
and can be shipped at request by the Secretariat.

For production in other languages; we offer to pass on the files
needed for printing the postcard and an identical banner (2,16m
x 1,45m) for the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise
free of charge (for non-profit use only). We can also cooperate
with the postcard designer Anja Addis to produce the material in
‘ your language, if translation is provided by you. Please contact

wwiv.ascobons, org

fsery US in order to get a quote.

Handbook for the International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise “yé 26
® ASCOBANS



+ ASCOBANS Stickers (two sizes)

www.ascobans.org|

@ ASCOBANS

< DVD-Film “Fishing and pingers” (languages: English, German, Polish, Swedish) for
distribution to fishermen

e &
=
&
$

Fishing and pingers

Losung eines S
Fischereiproblems. - —

Please contact the ASCOBANS Secretariat for details on what can be made available
for your IDBHP event in 2011.

You may be requested to pay for shipment of the material.
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5. Contributions

The ASCOBANS Secretariat would like to thank the following organisations for their kind
cooperation granting us the use of their pictures and providing us with texts, press releases,
and other assistance in producing this handbook.

s Sarkanniemi Adventure Park, Tampere, Finland

« Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (GSM e.V. Hamburg, Germany)
« WDCS (Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society), Munich, Germany

+» Zoologisches Forschungsinstitut und Museum Alexander Koenig, Bonn, Germany
% German Oceanographic Museum, Stralsund, Germany

+« Natural History Museum of Latvia, Riga, Latvia

+» Lithuanian Sea Museum, Klaipéda, Lithuania

+ Hel Marine Station, University of Gdansk, Poland

+» Goteborgs Naturhistoriska Museum, Sweden

+» Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm, Sweden

% Havets Hus, Lysekil, Sweden

+» AquaBiota Water Research, Sweden

+» Natures Center Kullaberg, Swedem

+ Protect Whales & Dolphins, Norrtalje, Sweden
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