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List of Abbreviations 

 

AMMPA Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums 

ASCOBANS Agreement of the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic, North East 
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas 

BfN Bundesamt für Naturschutz  

(German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation) 

CMS Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 

EAAM European Association of Aquatic Mammals 

GSM Gesellschaft zum Schutz der Meeressäugetiere  

(Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals) 

IDBHP International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise 

IYB International Year of Biodiversity 

NABU Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union 

SAM Static Acoustic Monitoring 

SAMBAH Static Acoustic Monitoring of the Baltic Sea Harbour Porpoise 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
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1. Background Information 

 

1.1 The ASCOBANS Agreement 

 

The Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas 
(ASCOBANS) was concluded in 1991 under the auspices of the Convention on the 
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (UNEP/CMS or Bonn Convention) and 
entered into force in 1994. The Agreement was extended westwards by an Amendment in 
February 2008 to also include the North East Atlantic and the Irish Sea. Consequently, the 
new title reads Agreement of the Conservation of Small Cetaceans of the Baltic, North East 
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas. ASCOBANS is open for accession by all Range States and by 
regional economic integration organisations, such as the European Union.  

The aim of the Agreement is to promote close cooperation amongst Parties with a view to 
achieving and maintaining a favourable conservation status for small cetaceans in the entire 
Agreement Area. 

 

 

 

A Conservation and Management Plan forming part of the Agreement obliges Parties to 
engage in habitat conservation and management, surveys and research, pollution mitigation 
and public information. To achieve its aim, ASCOBANS cooperates with range states that 
have not (yet) acceded to the Agreement, relevant intergovernmental organisations as well 
as non-governmental organisations for the implementation of conservation activities. 
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1.2 The International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise (IDBHP) 

 

In 2002, the Agreement on the Conservation of Small Cetaceans in the Baltic, North East 
Atlantic, Irish and North Seas (UNEP/ASCOBANS) declared the third Sunday in May of each 
year as the ñInternational Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoiseò (IDBHP) in order to raise 
awareness of the critical situation of the populations of Harbour Porpoises (Phocoena 
phocoena), the only species of cetacean native to the Baltic Sea.  

Several studies have confirmed recently that only a very low number of these animals can 
still be found in the Baltic Proper. The significant decline of the population of Harbour 
Porpoises is largely due to human activities. The greatest threat is posed by by-catch, the 
accidental entanglement of animals in fishing nets. Other threats include underwater noise, 
over-fishing and habitat degradation due to, for example, extraction of natural resources.  
Urgent action is needed to save the Baltic Harbour Porpoise from extinction.  

Raising public awareness plays an important 
role in supporting effective conservation action. 
The IDBHP aims to promote public support 
through various events and exhibitions at 
museums and scientific institutions around the 
Baltic Sea riparian states. Harbour Porpoise 
Day was observed for the first time in 2003 and 
has been celebrated every year since. The 
number of institutions staging events to mark 
the IDBHP has grown significantly. It is our 
hope that, ultimately, IDBHP will be observed 
by at least one notable institution in every 
country around the Baltic Sea. 

 

 

This year, declared International Year of Biodiversity, there is a unique occasion to highlight 
the critical status of the Baltic population of the harbour porpoise and the threats to its 
survival. Effective conservation measures can benefit the harbour porpoise population, other 
species sharing its habitat and the ecosystem of the Baltic Sea as a whole.  

In addition, the IDBHP 2010 is an excellent opportunity to spread the word about a new 
research project of the EU countries of the Baltic region, the Static Acoustic Monitoring of the 
Baltic Harbour Porpoise (SAMBAH) project, which will enter its field phase in January 2011. 
New distribution and abundance data will be collected and the information will be 
communicated to management authorities with the ultimate goal to secure harbour porpoise 
conservation. 

The UNEP/ASCOBANS Secretariat greatly appreciates your participation in this event. This 
handbook is intended to show you which events took place on the IDBHP in previous years 
and to inspire you to organise activities of your own. 

 

We will be very pleased to support your activities and work in close cooperation with 
you to mark IDBHP in 2010! 
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1.3 Times and locations of IDBHP Celebrations 

 

Finland 

× Särkänniemi Dolphinarium, Tampere (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009) 

 

Germany 

× Zoological Museum Alexander Koenig, Bonn (2004, 2005, 2006) 

× Society for the Conservation of Marine Mammals (GSM), Quickborn (2006, 2007) 

× Aquarium of Cologne Zoo, Cologne (2007) 

× Zoological Museum of Hamburg University, Hamburg ï organized by GSM (2008) 

× German Oceanographic Museum, Stralsund (2007, 2008, 2009) 

× Plaza of Diversity, Bonn (2008) 

 

Latvia 

× Museum of Natural History, Riga (2004, 2005, 2006, 2008) 

 

Lithuania 

×  Lithuanian Sea Museum, Klaipǟda (2003, 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009) 

 

Poland 

× Hel Marine Station, Gdansk (2003, 2004, 2006) 

× Marine Aquarium, Gdynia ï organized by Hel Marine Station (2005) 

 

Sweden 

× Swedish Museum of Natural History, Stockholm (2004, 2005) 

× Håvets Hus, Lysekil (2005, 2006, 2008) 

× Göteborg Natural History Museum, Göteborg (2008) 

 

 

We would be very happy to add your region  
and your institution to this list! 
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2. Announcements 

 

2.1 2010 International Year of Biodiversity 

 

Biodiversity is Life. Biodiversity is our Life. 

 

 

 

The 2010 International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) is a special year declared by the UN 
General Assembly in recognition of the 2010 target to significantly reduce the rate of 
biodiversity loss worldwide. Migratory species and their habitats are increasingly threatened 
by habitat loss, over-exploitation, pollution and climate change. Biodiversity and ecosystem 
services are vital for the well being of human society and long-term prosperity, but 
consequences of its loss are yet not fully understood.  

The purpose of the participation of CMS and its Agreements, including ASCOBANS, in the 
campaign is to 

× stress the importance of biodiversity for our well-being 

× redouble our efforts to reduce the rate of biodiversity loss 

× celebrate conservation success stories. 

 

The 2010 IYB is promoting some important messages: 

1) Humans are part of natureôs rich diversity and have the unique opportunity to protect 
it. 

2) Biodiversity is essential for sustaining the living networks and systems that provide us 
all with health, wealth, food, fuel, water and the vital services our lives depend on. 

3) The main cause of biodiversity loss at an accelerated rate is human activity. We can 
prevent this loss, if we (need to) take urgent action now to safeguard it. 

4) We have made some achievements to safeguard biodiversity, but we need to do 
much more and we must act urgently. 

 

The International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise in 2010 presents an ideal opportunity to 
tie in with the messages of the International Year of Biodiversity. The ASCOBANS flagship 
species and its critically endangered Baltic sub-population are an intrinsic part of biodiversity 
and humans have the responsibility to ensure that we do not lose it! 

 

For more information please visit http://www.cbd.int/2010/welcome/.  

http://www.cbd.int/2010/welcome/
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2.2 SAMBAH Project 

 

SAMBAH ï Static Acoustic Monitoring of the Baltic Sea 
Harbour Porpoise ï is an international LIFE+ funded project 
involving all EU countries around the Baltic Sea, with the 
ultimate goal to secure the conservation of the Baltic Sea 
harbour porpoise.  

 

Objectives 

The objectives of SAMBAH are to estimate densities, total 
abundance and to produce distribution maps of harbour 
porpoises in the study area; to identify possible hotspots, habitat preferences and areas of 
higher risk of conflict with anthropogenic activities; to increase the knowledge about the 
Baltic Sea harbour porpoise among policymakers, managers, stakeholders and the public; as 
well as to implement best practice methods for cost efficient, large-scale surveillance of 
harbour porpoises in a low density area.  

The study area stretches from the Darss- and Limhamn ridges in the southwest to the 
northern border of the Åland archipelago in the north. 

 

Time plan 

The deployment of the approximately 300 static acoustic monitoring (SAM) units throughout 
the study area will start in January 2011. They will remain in operation until December 2012. 
The project will end in December 2014. 

 

Project partners 

¶ Sweden: Kolmårdens Djurpark (Coordinator), Swedish Environmental Protection Agency 

¶ Finland: Turku University, Ministry of Environment, Särkänniemi Adventure Park 
(Tampere dolphinarium) 

¶ Poland: University of GdaŒsk, Inst. of Meteorology and Water Management, Chief 
Inspectorate for Environmental Protection 

¶ Denmark: National Environment Research Institute, Danish Forest and Nature Agency 

¶ The Baltic States will be included in the project through subcontractors to Kolmården. 
They will deploy and service click detectors in Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian waters. 

¶ Germany will join forces with SAMBAH, provided that the funding requirements will be 
met. To date (March 2010) pledges have been made by the German Federal Ministry of 
Environment and the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria. The German 
Oceanographic Museum in Stralsund will host the project. 

 

Information on SAMBAH will shortly become available at the project website, 
www.sambah.org. A power point presentation and information material which you can print 
for use in your IDBHP celebration will be made available for download. If you have further 
questions or comments, please donôt hesitate to contact the project at info@aquabiota.se. 

http://www.sambah.org/
mailto:julia.carlstrom@aquabiota.se
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3. Impressions of the IDBHP Celebrations 2009 

 

3.1 Lithuanian Sea Museum, Klaipǟda, Lithuania 

 

The Lithuanian Sea Museum celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2009 and this is why all the 
events at the museum were even more special that year. The activities dedicated to the 
International Harbour Porpoise Day started on the 13th of May. About 100 schoolchildren 
(from 1st to 4th grade) with parents and teachers were invited to participate in an educational 
seminar about the harbour porpoise and the Baltic Sea.  

A practical comparison of 
marine mammals of two 
different species, the Baltic 
harbour porpoise and the 
Black Sea bottlenose dolphin 
in the Dolphinarium 
complemented the theoretical 
part of the seminar.  

The children were then split 
into 20 groups and given the 
task to draw the harbour 
porpoise. Afterwards, all 
drawings were exhibited in the 
Dolphinarium, where the 
visitors could see the threats 
to the survival of the harbour 
porpoise, which some children addressed in their drawings. 

This event was supported by the ASCOBANS 
organization, by the Ministry of the 
Environment of the Republic of Lithuania and 
the private company ñPremia KPCò. All heads 
of the classes were presented with the 
Lithuanian Red Data book, and children 
enjoyed ice cream and the performance of 
dolphin and Californian sea lions show. 

On the 17th of May there were more 
presentations about the Baltic harbour 
porpoise, the ASCOBANS exhibition was 

displayed and documentaries from Fjord & Baelt Centre were shown. The exhibition and 
movies were shown to over 900 visitors to the museum and Dolphinarium.  

Information leaflets were distributed among the children attending two educational programs 
at the museum ñWho Lives in the Baltic Sea?ò and ñThe Mysterious Life of Whales and 
Dolphinsò. The ASCOBANS 10-banner exhibition has remained on display at the Lithuanian 
Sea museum until autumn. 

 

Brigita Kreivinienǟ 

www.muziejus.lt 

 

Learning about the Baltic harbour porpoise at the Dolphinarium 

http://www.muziejus.lt/
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3.2 German Oceanographic Museum, Stralsund, Germany 

 

The International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise (IDBHP) was celebrated on the same 
day with the International Museum Day at the German Oceanographic Museum (Deutsches 
Meeresmuseum) in Stralsund.   

As a result more visitors could be informed about the 
endangered Baltic harbour porpoise, and related research 
undertaken at the museum.  

The IDBHP banner provided by the ASCOBANS 
Secretariat caught the attention of the visitors at the 
museum entrance.  

The porpoise mascot displayed by the museum has also 
drawn the visitorôs attention to the IDBHP informational 
stand. Posters with general information about the harbour 
porpoise were displayed, an acoustic device used to 
detect cetaceans, the T-POD, and a skull of a harbour 
porpoise were exhibited. Postcards and brochures were 
distributed among the public. 

 

 

Pictures of research activities and personal encounters with the harbour porpoise were 
presented on a laptop.  

A quiz about marine mammals of the Baltic was organised for children and the winners 
received small presents from the Ozeaneum. The purpose of the game was to communicate 
new knowledge to the participants.  

Thanks to the efforts of the German Oceanographic Museum, the activities carried out on the 
IDBHP have made quite a few people more aware of the threats the Baltic harbour porpoise 
is facing.  

 

For more information about the museum please visit the webpage:  

http://www.meeresmuseum.de/ 

http://www.meeresmuseum.de/
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3.3 Hel Marine Station of the Institute of Oceanography, Gdansk University, Poland 

 

On the 17th of May the Hel Marine Station of the Institute of Oceanography of Gdansk 
University organized the 7th International Day of the Baltic Harbour Porpoise in Poland.  

An information stand and an exhibition were set up on the KoŜciuszki Square in Gdynia. The 
stand was located near the sculpture of a harbour porpoise so that people could better 
visualize the animal.  

 

 

The Hel Marine Station information stand for the harbour porpoise 

 

 

The sculpture of the harbour porpoise  

 

 

The exhibition on the KoŜciuszki Square, dedicated to the 7th IDBHP 
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Informational leaflets were distributed together with cans of sprats, which were caught using 
Harbour Porpoise friendly nets. These cans were part of the project: ñActive Protection of the 
Baltic Harbour Porpoises against by-catch in the Puck Bayò, run by the Hel Marine Station. 
This project is financed by the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water 
Management and aims to reduce by-catch using two types of technical tools: PODs 
(detectors) and pingers (deterrents).  

 

Since harbour porpoises echolocate, that is they use acoustic signals to locate objects in 
their environment, they can be tracked with the help of technology, which records and filters 
acoustic signals. By applying PODs researchers aim to find out when and how often harbour 
porpoises enter the Puck Bay.  

The other devices, so-called pingers produce sounds, which are very unpleasant to the 
harbour porpoise. They can be used to keep the animals away from areas with high risk of 
by-catch. For example, the pingerôs line will extend from Hel to Gdynia in the Puck Bay. 

For more information on the ñActive Protection of the Baltic Harbour Porpoises against by-
catch in the Puck Bayò project please visit the webpage http://www.nfosigw.gov.pl/site/ 

The youngest exhibition visitors took part in a porpoise-drawing contest. Children were 
awarded postcards and stickers. The new sponsor of the marine station, the LOTOS Group, 
provided additional awards.  

Both children and adults stopped near the information stand and learned more about the 
Harbour Porpoise and associated problems, while observing the life size sculpture and 
model, reading the leaflets and listening to presentations.  

 

 

The youngest visitors took part in the contest (sometimes their parents were very helpful) 

 

Monika Konkel 

www.hel.univ.gda.pl 

http://www.nfosigw.gov.pl/site/
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3.4 Särkänniemi Adventure Park, Tampere, Finland 

 

IDBHP was also observed in other countries of the Baltic region. In Finland, for example, the 
celebration took place in the Särkänniemi Adventure Park, which participates in the SAMBAH 
research project.  

The event at the Särkänniemi adventure park has drawn attention of the Finnish press to the 
alarming scarcity of P. phocoena in the Baltic Sea. It is stressed that underwater noise, such 
as from fast moving boats, is very dangerous to harbour porpoises, it can damage their ear 
drums and thus significantly decrease their chances to survive. 

 

 

IDBHP highlighted in a Finnish newspaper article 


